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undoubted oreditt that the Indyans comonly called by y e name of 
the Langhinge Kinges Indyans have beene ev r most f aithfull to the 
English And pticulerly that neither they nor their kinge in the 
last bloody massacre could bee induced to engage w th ou r Enemyes 
ag' us And soe by Consequence kept the remote Indyans at least 
Newtrall in a tyme when a gen r all combination ag' us had beene 
if not ruinous att least of unsupportable p r udice to us in that 
Connection And Consideringe That we cannot reasonably hope for 
y e like effect of their friendships in case we should agayne need it 
(w oU god knows how soone it may be) unlesse we correspond w' h 
them in Acts of Charitye & Amytie Especially unlesse wee abstain 
from Acts of Rapine & violence which they say we begine to doe 
by taking away their land from them by p'tence of y e sale of a pte. 
My desire therefore to yo u is And I make it in the Name of the 
Peace & Safety of the Country That yo" suffer noe Land to bee taken 
from them But what shall bee allowed both in Justice and conve- 
nience by the fall Court And in case the commission™ disagree in 
their opinions that yo" Eefer the whole matter to be considered 

by a full Cou 11 att James City. 

You r humble servant 

William Beekeley. 
To my worthy ffrends the 

Commission™ of Northampton. 

Recordatus noEie die Mensis Maii Ano 1650. 
f} me Edm. Mathewe clio cur. 



JOURNAL OF THE PRESIDENT AND MASTERS OP 
WILLIAM AND MART COLLEGE. 

{OonUrmed.') 
[139] 
May 4"> 1768. 
At a meeting of the President & Masters of W m & Mary College, 
Present, 

The Rev 4 M r Horrocks President. 
M r Camm, E. Jones, and M r Johnson. 

Agreeable to the Direction of the Visitors & Governors of W m & 
Mary College on the 28 th April last, the President & Masters of 
the said College this Day presented to the Visitation the following 
Memorial for the better Government of the College: ' 

'The American Revolution began to cast its shadows in Virginia as far 
back as the administration of Sir Francis Nicholson, when the British first 
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We the President & Masters of W m & Mary College in most 
(Chearf ul Compliance with the Directions of the Visitors for this Pur- 
pose do with the Greatest Deference & Respect propose to their con- 
siderations the following Articles as Principles for forming a new 
statute, which shall explain & settle in the most clear & explicit Man- 
ner the just & proper Authority of the Visitors, as well as the 
Eights, Privileges & Powers of the said President & Masters as 
deduced from the sense & spirit of the Charter. And when this 
most essential Point, the Limits or Sphere of Action of each shall 
be properly & unquestionably ascertain'd, all future Jealousy, Un- 

began to clash with the French on the continent. English and Virginia inter- 
«st, united against the French, separated farther and farther as the century 
advanced. The clergy in the colony represented the English side, and the 
first angry collision occurred in 1748, when the Legislature passed an act to 
take from the crown the patronage of all the livings in the colony, and gave them 
to the vestries. The salary of a minister was by law, approved by the king, 
16,000 pounds of tobacco, but in 1753 the .Legislature required the two 
ministers of Frederick and Augusta parishes to accept pay in money at the 
annual rate of 100 pounds Virginia currency. By act passed in 1755, the jus- 
tices of the two counties of Princess Anne and Norfolk were required to settle 
all public dues in tobacco at 10s. per hundred. This was followed by the 
more general act, passed in the same year, enabling the inhabitants of the 
colony to discharge their dues at the rate of 16s. 8d. per hundred pounds of 
tobacco. This act was re-enacted in October, 1756. Governor Dinwiddie was 
in such accord with the Legislature that he is reported to have said that "just 
or unjust, contrary or not contrary to his instructions, were points not to be 
•considered, but the sole point to be considered by him was what would please 
the people." The clergy appointed John Camm, professor of divinity in the 
college, as their agent to take an appeal to the king, and upon the case the 
Bishop of London declared that the act of the Legislature suspending the 
operations of the royal act and fixing the salaries of the ministers in tobacco 
was "an act of treason." But in spite of the assiduous efforts of Camm, the 
Privy Council of England declined to provide any effective remedy for the 
complaints of the clergy. (See Perry's Virginia Historical Collections.) In 
the government of the college the warring parties were represented by the 
Board of Visitors, composed, for the most part, of native Virginians, and 
the Faculty composed of the leading clergy. In 1758 the Bevs. William 
Preston and Thomas Bobinson incurred the censure of the Board by engaging 
in marriage. In 1765 the Visitors passed an act asserting the right to remove 
any of the professors at pleasure. The Masters regarded this act as an at- 
tempt to repeal the royal charter of the college itself. About the same time the 
visitors assumed the right to nominate to the scholarships. There was also a 
strong disposition among them to depart from the ancient system of collegiate 
instruction and to permit an election of classes. The memorial above was in- 
tended to combat these pretensions, which became verities with the Bevolu- 
tion. (See Perry's Virginia Historical Collections.) 
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easiness & Contention will, it is hoped, be effectually prevented, & 
the President 

[140] 
and Masters -will be enabled to discharge their Duty with that 
Fortitude & Spirit which alone can give Life and Vigor to any 
Undertaking, & afford a well grounded Prospect of Success. 

In the first Instance we make a strong Objection to the very 
Definition of the Power of the President & Masters as it is stil'd 
by the Visitors a Delegated Power; If it implies (as we fear it 
does) any thing more than the following — 

We humbly conceive that this Power of the President & Mas- 
ters flows from the Charter, & the very Nature of their several 
Appointments. The Visitors create or elect the President & 
Masters, who upon that Creation or Election become immediately 
invested with the Proper Powers and Authorities appointed by 
Charter as necessary for their several Departments, which neither 
the Visitors can or ought to take to themselves, or deprive the 
President & Masters of, except when forfeited by a Conduct, the 
Punishment of which is determin'd by Statute, & consequently, if 
this be the Case, the Term of Delegated Power which seems to 
imply a Capacity in the Visitors of assuming that to themselves 
at any Time they think proper, and of leaving to the Professors 
none at all, must appear improper & unapt. We are humbly of 
Opinion that however 

1.141] 
honourable the Comparison may appear to be in representing us 
in the same Situation with his Majesty's Ministers, who are dis- 
missible at Pleasure, the two Cases are widely different. Those 
Gentlemen are the Servants of the king, & for obvious reasons are 
dismissible at his Will & Pleasure: We presume to think that we 
are not the servants of the Visitors ; we have a Charter to incorporate 
us into a regular Society, which we never heard the former ever 
had, or that it was proper for them to have such. 

2"My -^e are firmly f Opinion that as the Visitors have the sole 
power of making Statutes, these alone are to be the Eules & Direc- 
tions for the Conduct of the President & Masters ; that the ordinary 
Government of the College is to be carried on agreeably to these stat- 
utes, & to be totally in the Hand s of the President & Masters without 
further Control from the Visitors, who are to interfere in no Ee- 
spect whatever, but upon the Grievance of a Violation, or Breach 
of some statutes made for that Purpose; That whea any such 
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Case shall occur, & the Visitors shall think proper to sit as a 
Court of Justice upon the Conduct of the President & Masters, 
they shall not proceed to censure or animadvert upon any Instance 
of the same, but 

[142] 
as an Offence committed against these certain, known and written 
statutes, by which alone the President & Masters are to be tried, 
& if prov'd guilty of any misdemenour, subject to the Penalty 
annex' d to the statute, & that alone, & in all such Trials whatever 
they shall be allowed at all Times they may think proper to appear 
with their Counsel before the Visitation ; for that all this is a fun- 
damental Position of every good Government, particularly of the 
Laws of England, & seems to be perfectly agreeable to the 
sense of the Charter, particularly the concluding Sentence of the 
9 th Sect" which provides that the said Eules, Laws, Statutes, 
Orders, & Injunctions be no Way contrary to our Prerogative 
Koyal, nor to the Laws & Statutes of our Kingdom of England, &c. 

3 aijr . That Eeward & Punishment, shall be solely and absolutely 
in the Hands of the President & Masters, who, in the Dis- 
posal of the same, shall be free from all Uneasiness & Appre- 
hension of being call'd to any Account, the Expectation of which 
must ever deter them from a full Discharge of their Duty in this 
Fundamental of all Discipline & good Order; Hence it must ap- 
pear that the Disposal of Scholarships (the only Kewards at this 
Time bestowed in College) was with the greatest Propriety origin- 
ally placed in the President 

[143] 
and Masters, and we can see no one good reason why that Privi- 
lege should be withheld from them now, whereby then there is 
this standing Contradiction in the present Statutes, that one 
directs the President & Masters to prefer the Boys to these 
Scholarships, according to their Merit &c, and another that the 
Election of this Sort of Scholars be in the Visitors. Hence it 
generally happens that Boys are chosen to these Foundations even 
before they arrive here, when no Consideration whatever can be 
had of their Learning, good Behaviour &c, contrary to the express 
Words, & Sense of the Statute for that Purpose. 

That the Appointment of all the Officers in the College shall be 
as well in the first instance as ultimately & without control in the 
President & Masters, for nothing appears to us more reasonable 
than that the Nomination & Removal of our own Servants should 
be solely made by ourselves, & if ever the Power of the Visitors 
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should go so far as to order the President & Masters to appoint or 
remove any of their Servants by their authority, we can see no- 
thing to prevent their advancing still farther & commanding the 
President & Masters to elect or reject a Representative as they 
think proper, than which no Event could prove more destructive of 
the very Being of this Society as a free Corporation. 

4«My That for the greater encouragement of men of learning to 
come over to accept Offices in this College, whatever Preferments 
are, in the Opinion of the President & Masters, compatible with 
the several Departments in the College, it shall be lawful for the 
same to be held by the Professor, as it ought not to be suppos'd 
that the Society of President & Masters would consent to such a 
step if it interfered with the Duty of the College, but would re- 
strain such a Professor from the undertaking too much upon him- 
self, or apply to the Visitors for that Purpose. We are of Opinion 
that if the President & Masters are not to be look'd upon as com- 
petent Judges of these Matters, they are undeserving of any Trust 
whatever. 

5 th ' 7 That the Revenues of the College shall be in the President 
& Masters, who at the same time declare that they have not a 
Wish to withdraw their Accounts of the Management of the same 
from the Inspection of the Governors & Visitors of the College. 
That the Visitors & Governors would be pleas'd to use their In- 
terest with the General Assembly to have the Donation of a Penny 
a Gallon on Rum given to the President and Masters in the same 
Manner as the other Revenues of the College have been given to 
them by the Bounty of the Crown & that of the General Assembly. 
By which Means not only all the Revenues would be' upon one 
uniform Footing, but what arises from the Penny a Gallon might 
be better look'd after by the 

[145] 
President & Masters, under the Inspection of the Visitors & Gov- 
ernors. 

That the Visitors & Governors would be pleas'd to permit us to 
affix a full Rate for Board, Lodging & Rooms at the College for 
such as are not prefer'd to a Scholarship, or enjoy any other Re- 
ward of their Studies in the College. That the Saving hereby ac- 
cruing to the College be laid out in handsome Appointments for 
such Students as shall distinguish themselves by their Application 
& Success in Study, to be distributed among the several Claimants, 
according to Merit, by the President & Masters. A general & un- 
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distinguishing Cheapness of Education, we presume to think, is a 
Matter of inferior Moment when put in Competition with the 
Fruits of Education themselves. The nourishing State of a Col- 
lege is not to be estimated by the Number of wild & uncultivated 
Minds which may be brought together by a Cheapness of living, 
but purely by the Number of competent Scholars & well-behaved 
Gentlemen which are sent by any Seminary of Learning into the 
larger Society where they vie to display improVd Talents for their 
own Benefit & the publick Emolument. Were we entrusted with 
a sufficient Fund for Eewards, by promoting or displacing accord- 
ing to Merit or Demerit, we should be enabled to introduce Habits 
of study & Sedulity into the College; we might reasonably expect 
a constant Rotation 

[146] 
of such Students as would not only make a Figure themselves, but 
by their Example induce such young Men of Fortune as are above 
pecuniary Recompence to tread in the Paths which lead them to 
the most illustrious Enjoyment of their own Estates. 

That the Visitors would make no Statutes upon Rumors, Hear- 
says, or nameless informations, which Circumstance express'd in 
any Statute will always make it bear the marks of Hastiness, Pas- 
sion, or Prejudice, or of its being built, most probably, on false 
Suggestions: That they would forbear general & aggravated Ha- 
rangues on the Irregularities of Youth & the Disorders of the Col- 
lege, which destroy its Reputation without answering any good 
Purpose whatsoever. Instead of this, as we humbly conceive, ill- 
judged Method of proceeding, we wish that any of the Visitors 
who observe any Disorder or Offence to be committed by the 
academical Students, or Children in the Grammar- School under 
our Jurisdiction, would lodge any Information both of the Oftence 
& the Delinquent with the President & Masters, that such Offend- 
ers may be punish'd according to the Laws of the Society to which 
they are answerable for their conduct. 

For we, any more than other Persons in the like Situation, can- 
not undertake to punish all Offences committed by Persons under 
our Government, but only such Offences as either fall 

[147] 
within our own Observation, or such as are made known to us by 
Testimony that can be depended upon. 

As we think it encumbent upon us, & have lately endeavor'd 
(and, we hope, with some Prospect of Success), to improve the 
Revenues of the College as much as possible, we earnestly request 
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that the Visitors & Governors would be pleas'd to join with us in 
recommending it to our Eight Rev a & worthy Chancellor to endea- 
vour to obtain for us some Aid from the Crown towards suppress- 
ing the infamous Practice of smuggling Tobacco, by which the 
College is continually robbed of the best Part of its support. 
Could this pernicious Fraud be removed, the fair Trader would 
be much advantaged, the Colony be a Gainer of some Thou- 
sands annually, & that sum, whatever be the Amount, would be 
expended in the best Purpose for the public Good, namely, in the 
Education of the Touth of the Colony. 

Thus have we at last freely laid hold on the long-wished-for En- 
couragement given us to open our Minds to our respectable 
Legislature & Rulers: of all which we hope for a candid Inter- 
pretation from the present favourable Disposition of the Visitors 
& Governors. If, in our Zeal for the Prosperity of the College & 
the Good of the Youth of the Colony, we have offer'd any thing 
that should be 

[148] 
disapprov'd, we hope to be acquitted from all Design of giving Of- 
fence, & to be pardon'd for any Thought or Language that may 
happen to be disagreeable without our Intention. If, upon Re- 
collection, we shall find that we have been defective in our Repre- 
sentation of what we think conducive to such good Effects as ought 
to flow from a well-regulated College, we hope to be permitted to 
amend our Representation at a subsequent Meeting of the Visitors 
& Governors, that the present good Work may be brought to as 
much Perfection as human Affairs & Imbecillities will suffer to ar- 
rise. For all Errors in our Representation we humbly plead the 
Shortness of the Time allotted us, & the accidental Unseasonable- 
ness of it, for a Reason to which the Visitors & Governors are no 
Strangers. We most respectfully conclude with our grateful ac- 
knowledgements to the Visitors for their Condescension, & with 
our sincere and hearty Prayers for the true & real Prosperity of 
the College as a Seminary of Education & Learning, let who will 
be the greatest sharers of the Credit, a Consequence due to those 
who are the successful Instruments of carrying so noble & public 
a Design into execution. 

Signed James Horeooks, 

James Hobrocks, P. John Camm, 

Emmanuel Jones, 
Josiah Johnson. 



